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Dear Friends,

How do people join a church? How is it that people have the experiences, develop the relationships
and feel in their hearts, that they want to become a member of a particular congregation? How
does that happen? It is a complex question, one that we probably don’t think about much.

I believe the answer lies in a combination of factors. People join churches for all kinds of reasons:
The music, the location, the programs, the pastor, people they already know in the congregation,
people they get to know in the congregation. Different people join a church for different reasons.

But before people can join a church, they have to get to church. How does that happen? How do
people come to church for the first time? There are three main approaches. The first is what | call
the biological method. Here people come to church for the first time with a family member, most
often their parents. The second method of getting people to church is what I call the fly-paper
strategy, we hope and wish and wait that someone will buzz by the church, stop in and get stuck
on it, stuck on us. Then we've got ‘em. All we do is hope and wish and wait. The third reason
people come to church for the first time is because someone invites them. The invitation method is,
by far, the best way to get people to visit a church for the first time. All the experts agree. It's
more reliable than the biological approach and it's more appropriate theologically. Instead of
waiting around, hoping and wishing that someone would land on church and get stuck, we should
go out and invite folks to join us. Welcoming new people into the church is part of what it means to
be Christian.

“How are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one
of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim

him?” (Romans 10:14) And how are they going to come into the church unless someone invites
them? There are two things that are important to note:

1. Are you feeling good enough about our church that we want to share that with other people?
We have to feel good about our church to invite other people to join us. If we don't’ have that
feeling, well, we need to talk. We need to hear about your concerns and we need to hear your
suggestions for improvements. But if you do have the feeling that what we have here is a good
thing, important and meaningful to you, then why would you not want to share that with
someone else?

(Continued on next page.)
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(Continued from Page 1)

2. Being aware of whom to invite! It may be somebody moving in next door or down the street.
it may be a colleague at work; it may be a friend or an acquaintance from some other
organization; it may be somebody who used to attend here, but has drifted away. We have to
open our eyes, our ears and our minds for people to invite. They’re out there. As diverse a
membership as we have, we have contact with lots of folks and the potential to invite lots of folks
to join us here.

If you come here and you like it, ask someone to come with you. Remember, how are they going
to come into the church, unless someone invites them? How are they going to come, unless you
invite them?

See you Sunday! %//

OPC Worship Schedule for September

September 7: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time “Rally Day”
Holy Communion Celebration Mark 10:13-16 “Bless Little Children”

September 14: 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time Psalm 71:17-18 Mark 3:21-35 “A New Family”

September 21: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time Joshua 4:19-24 Deuteronomy 6:4-9 “A Fresh Start”

September 28: 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time Joshua 14:10-12 Isaiah 46:3-4 “Finishing Gracefully”

Adult Bible Study

Beginning September 14th thru October 5th in the Oak Room
Following worship, grab a cup of coffee, some goodies and meet in the Oak Room. Pastor Sudi will lead us
in four Sundays of sermon discussion on the following:

September 14: “A New Family” September 28: “Finishing Gracefully”
Psalm 71:12-24 Psalm 71:12-24
Mark 3:21-35 Joshua 14:10-12
Isaiah 46:3-4
September 21: “A Fresh Start” October 5: “Passing the Baton”
Psalm 71:12-24 Psalm 71:12-24
Joshua 4:9-24 2 Timothy 1:1-7
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 2 Timothy 3:10-15

Trustee of the Month: September - Scott Gaskill

One trustee is assigned per month to take care of any building issues that may arise. A list of
the assigned “Trustee of the Month” can now be found on the office window. Please call the
designated Trustee if you have something that needs to be addressed. Thank You!
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ThankYou to “Stitchin for Mission”’

| want to thank the “Stitchin for Mission” group for the beautiful quilts that we received recently. It is so
comforting to see the children tuck them under their arms and smile. These children often have to move
frequently and their belongings don’t always get to follow them. We always make a point to tell the chil-
dren that the quilt is for them to keep and take with them wherever they go. As a member of the staff at
Starlight Pediatrics and a member of the nurse practitioner group (NapNap), please let me thank you again
for your very generous and welcomed gifts of the quilts. | wish you all a happy and restful summer.

Nancy Chevalier, PNP from Starlight Pediatrics of Monroe County Department of Public Health
Dated: July 8, 2008

Attention All Women

Mark your calendars and sign up (on PW Bulletin Board) for SUPPER WITH SUDI (Part 1I). Tuesday,
September 23 @ 6:30 p.m. PW will be providing a salad bar supper and Sudi will be expanding on her
adventures of Thailand, her seminary days, and other avenues that will be interesting for all! If you
attended our similar event a couple of years ago, you'll remember what a wonderful fellowship this was!
SIGN UP AND WE'LL SEE YOU THERE!

Also, PW wishes to thank all of you who contributed school supplies for our collection for Cameron
Community Ministries. A wide variety of school supplies were delivered to Cameron and they will
definitely make a difference in some children heading off to school. Also, thank you to the Trustees for
having the fellowship hall floors, carpets cleaned, etc. PW funded this much needed work through funds
from the Rummage Sale! Coming up.....the 100th HARVEST FESTIVAL ON OCT. 18TH!

World Communion Sunday: Peacemaking Offering

Join us on October 5th as we celebrate World Communion Sunday and receive the Peacemaking Offering.
On this day we join with Christians around the world to celebrate the unity that we find at the Table of the
Lord. We also receive the Peacemaking Offering to support the efforts of our congregation, presbytery,
synod, and denomination to spread the peace of Christ.

Twenty-five percent of the Offering will be used by the congregation for our peacemaking activities. The
other 75 percent will help our partners in the presbytery, synod, and General Assembly as they work on
behalf of God’s peacemaking throughout the world.

Treasurer’s Report Please note that as of the middle of August we are behind
o on pledged giving. This is a typical summer pattern! If you
Glving Progress have let your pledged giving slip, try to catch up in
Pledged through Aug. 24, 2008 $88,923 September as our expenses pick up in September. Status
Received against above $85,590 reports will be distributed in October showing contributors
BEHIND  $3,333 progress against their pledges.
) ) If you are uncertain about your progress, see or call Harry
Per Capita requirement for 2008 $6,645 Pittman (247-4463).

Per Capita received as of Aug. 24 $2,438
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Join us as we celebrate God’s message
Surlday We're back! delivered through song, music and this month
Night ot by Irish Dancers!
Live!! SEptember 21 Dinner @ 5:30 (with a free will offering)

Service @ 6:30

Vacation Bible School 2008 ‘“Power Lab”’

Vacation Bible School was held this year on July 7"-11". There were 57 youth registered along with 13
teen volunteers and 11 adult volunteers. We co-hosted with The First Congregational Church and Ogden
Baptist Church. Our program “Power Lab” taught children that God gives us the power to “be thankful, help
others, be brave, live forever and tell others about God.” There were exciting crafts made, songs were sung,
snacks were enjoyed and games were played that were all related to our Bible stories that were shared each
day. On Sunday, July 13", our churches joined together at The White Church to worship and celebrate our
Vacation Bible School. Our mission projects (school supplies for Cameron and School Kits for Church
World Services) were dedicated at the end of our week together.

We would like to thank our volunteers from OPC: Crew Leaders (Lauren Metherell, Megan Hoffer,
Kristen Goehle, Sean & Katy Osborn, Sarah Corey, Kayla & Allison Bindert, Zach Caloritis and Grace
Gaskill), Pre-school (Chelsea Metherell, Cindy Anderson), Games (Dawn Hoadley), Kitchen (Jill Nundy),
Chadder (Heather Cassidy, Bible Stories (Russell Allen, Alex Mandarano , Brianna Vespone & Kelly
Bindert), Registration (Cindy Caloritis), the sensational Professor Wilma (Dennise Webster) and our Prayer
Leader (Pastor Sudi). Also thank you to everyone who donated food for our snacks.

OPC Garden Planting

The Mason’s helped
plant the garden at
OPC. You should
see it now. --
Everything has
grown and is in
bloom.

Tall Grass No More!

Thank you to Delos Jones. On a sunny day, Delos brought over his
tractor and brush-hog to spend the afternoon mowing the tall grass
and weeds on the church property that runs north from the parking
lot. Many surprises were found there as people had started to use it
as a ‘catch-all’ over the years. But, now it is beautiful once more!
Mowed and ready for use again.

Check out the photos above showing the finished field behind the
garden.
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Music by Johnny Bauer
Silent Auction
50/50 Raffle

Bring family and friends for q
fmﬂlluduﬁmngffudw
music o benefit Aurora House

of Western Monroe Co
to be built in
Spencerport in 2009.
Let's make this benefit
a huge success|
Mrcl-hlu-cnudsww

$12.00 Adults
$6.00 Children 5- 12

includes pork, potato,
baked beans, cole slaw,
roll & dessert

Aurora House of Western Monroe County Inc..
A Home for the Dying and Their Loved Ones

To be held on the grounds of Ogden Presbyterian Church,
2400 South Union St, 1/2 mile south of Rt. 531

Tickets required, purchase by Aug. 31st, contact Joanne & 352-6486 or Ann @ 352-4086

Saturday, September 6th  4:00- 7:00PM

Special Event for Junior
and Senior Youth
Groups!

On September 14", starting at 6:30 pm,
there will be a viewing of “The Last
Lecture”. A lecture given by Professor
Randy Pausch in the fall of 2007 at
Carnegie-Mellon University, his discussion
was put on YouTube and had more than a
million hits in the first two months and has
almost 6.5 million hits now. Entitled
“Achieving Your Childhood Dreams”, he
talks about what his childhood dreams
were, how working towards those dreams
affected his life, and how each of his
dreams did or didn’t come true. Come see
how his childhood dreams of working for
Disney, playing for the NFL, and being an
astronaut actually worked out.

We’ll be watching the video and then
having refreshments afterwards. Please
come to this joint kick-off of the Junior and
Senior Youth Groups for the fall - See you
then!

Highlights of Presbytery Meeting

A special meeting of the Presbytery was held on July 22 at Corfu Presbyterian Church to act on increased
activities of the Presbytery. The following are the highlights of the meeting:

e Two candidates were presented for approval of ordination to ministry of Word and Sacrament. In
addition they were called to Covington Presbyterian Church and Holley Presbyterian Church. One

additional Pastor was called to Third Presbyterian Church.

There were four departures of Pastors from PGV. Dan McCollister resigned from Caledonia Stone
Church, Ralph English resigned from Gates Presbyterian Church, Lynn Rubier-Capron resigned from
Stone Bergen and our former Interim Pastor, Mike Capron resigned from Christ Clarion. ( Pastor Mike
will assume the position as Pastor in Hopewell, NJ)

A discussion was scheduled on the docket for the 2008 Summer of Discernment. This involved the total
process to install a Co-Presbyter in PGV to serve with Linda Badger Becker as the other Co-Presbyter.
due to the scheduled docket time that was one hour earlier for this discussion, the discussion was
rescheduled for the docket of the special meeting of PGV on August 26 at Barre Center Presbyterian
Church.

Presbytery Commissioner - Robert W. Wallace.
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Welcome to Molly Corey

Molly Corey was elected to the Session this summer to fill the term of Rebecca Mason who
has left the area. Molly will be ordained as an elder on September 14th.

Molly is an enrichment specialist in the Terry Taylor School in Spencerport. her responsi-
bilities include working with students and teachers planning units with diversified lessons for
students in their classes. Molly and her hushand Scott, have three children, Trista, Sarah and g
Emma. She has taught Sunday School here at OPC for a number of years. She also enjoys ;
gardening and scrapbooking.

Session Highlights - August 18,2008

e Molly Corey was reviewed and approved for the Elder position vacated by Rebecca Mason. She will be
ordained and installed, September 14, 2008.

Pastor Sudi will be away on Study Leave from August 19-September 4, 2008.

“Sunday Night Live” will start again on September 21.

The Youth Mission Trip in June to Newark, NY was a tremendous success.

Pledged income is expected to be $2,000 or more short of that planned.

Molly will be the Session liaison for the 2008 Stewardship Committee.

Pig Roast plans are well underway.

Nominations will be finalized for the boards and Nomination Committee this week.

$200 from Pulpit Supply as well as the loose offering on August 31 will be used to as a donation to the
Presbyterian Theological Foundation. This is instead of paying the supply speaker on that date.

Blessing of the Pets

The Blessing of Pets Service will take place on
Sunday, September 28 at 3 pm. We shall honor the
patron Saint of San Francisco, St. Francis of Assesi
and our wonderful animal companions that bring so
much joy to our daily lives. The service will take :
place outside on the front lawn if weather permits, or | =
in the Fellowship Hall if the weather proves to be '
inclement. All pets and their humans are welcome!
please ensure that pets are safely in carriers or on a
leash. Humans may roam free, provided that they are
well behaved and courteous to the animals! Photos
or symbols of animals who are unable to attend are
also welcome. Please plan to come and bring a
friend. Ice cream will be provided for all humans to
share with their pets.

We will be collecting pet food, blankets, towels and other pet supplies to donate to the Humane Society at
Lollipop Farm. Please drop your donations of items, cash or checks made payable to “Lollipop Farm” off at
the Church Office.
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Stitchin’ for Mission

On June 8, 2008, the Stitchin' For Mission group displayed its work in the sanctuary of OPC. It was nice
to see all the beautiful quilts, sweaters, baby hats and afghans that the group has made this year. Thanks to
Pat and Bill Everett for all their work to hang them on a very hot afternoon.

Now it's time to start making mittens for our Christmas project. We would appreciate help from anyone
in the congregation who enjoys knitting. Plan on handing them in by Thanksgiving so that they can be sent
where they need to go. If you need instructions or yarn, please call Betty Peters or Marilyn Malloy and they
will see that you get what you need.

Our group meets the second Thursday of each month at 10:00 in the fellowship hall of OPC.

Plan to bring your lunch and join the fellowship over the lunch table. Hope to see you on Thursday,
September 11th at 10:00.

Drama and Bible Study Night

Beginning on Thursday, September 18th (to be held every Thursday) 7:00 -8:15 pm at OPC

John Goehle is calling all young people of all ages to participate in the Drama Group. The Drama Group
is primarily dedicated to providing drama for SNL and the Christmas Pageant while also giving the
community an opportunity to participate - whether performing, working on a crew, or both.

Pastor Sudi Layraman is calling all who are interested in Bible Study with the “Nooma” format.
“Nooma” is a short film we used for SNL, with communications that really spoke to us. Each Nooma
touches on issues that we care about, that we want to talk about. Come! Bring your children to the
Drama Group, and stay to have a discussion during the same time with Sudi.

Thank You!

Thank you to Pastor Sudi,
the Deacons, and the
congregation for their
continued prayers and
support for Scott.

ThankYou!

I would like to thank all the
people who sent me cards,
phoned, and visited me and
prayed for me after the loss of
my brother in late July. The
OPC family is always there

Thank you!

To all who called, sent cards or
stopped by with food - a big Thank
you! A short visit helps to shorten
the long boring days of “stay at
home” recuperation time. Also,
thanks to Stitchin for Mission for

when needed. the lap-robe that Sudi brought me.

It really does help.

With gratitude,
The Anderson Family

Thank you.
Dick Malloy Ruth Statt
Food Shelf Pancake Breakfast
Food Shelf is in need of Saturday, September 20,
the following supplies: 2008
Toilet paper, hash, stew, Ogden Presbyterian Church :
canned meats and | 8am}-/11am & -.
toothpaste. Please drop Adults $4.00

off all supplies in the
OPC Narthex.

Children under 8, $2.00
Gift Certificates available
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Native American Awareness Day p— -

Every year on the Fall Equinox, the Preshyterian Church (USA) recognizes = *Z5e-
Native American people in our denomination, and in our society. We celebrated the = .
first Native day in our presbytery in 1995 at a Warsaw Presbyterian meeting. The ‘3:; Gl
Native Day overture that passed in 1994 is also an important part of my belief in )
mission outreach. Included in the celebration was Seneca Elder Warren Skye, GA
Mission leader Marj Carpenter and General Assembly Native Congregations' leader,
Rev. Harrel Davis.(Dakota) to lead us in all Native hymns and prayers !

So why celebrate when there are no American Indians at OPC? (Actually one of our members has
Seneca lineage.) We celebrate because Jesus told us to love our neighbors. How do we do that when we
don't know anything about them??? So Native American Day is a chance to read a Native prayer or sing a
Native hymn; make a donation to local Native organizations or invite a guest speaker in to teach us of their
culture; visit the Tonawanda Indian Presbyterian Church, Ganondagan historic site or Canandaigua treaty
day. There are Native books , videos and worship materials at the Presbytery Resource Center. Take time
to learn local culture to dispel the myths and stereotypes. From confusion over casinos, land claims, their
poverty rates and racism issues, we have much to learn. Do you know the Six Iroquois nations in NY?
How many Indians live in Rochester? What the 1794 Canandaigua Treaty represents in a court of law?
How many Native Presbyterian churches exist in the US? If not, give me a call :) I'll also be glad to deliver
any donations for you to local Native people who still often struggle in society. Visit the websites
www.ganondagan.org www.canandaigua-treaty.org A couple good places for donations are the Native
American Cultural Center (@Downtown Presbyterian Church), Tonawanda Indian Presbyterian Church,
Elder Warren Skye. Contact Debra Glor for addresses.

Most of all, please remember to pray for all Native American people in our society as we reach out to
our neighbors in love and friendship. Blessings, Debra Glor

Presbytery of Genesee Valley - InfoPak is available online

A Publication of the Presbytery of Genesee Valley is available at www.pbygenval.org
Check the web for more info on the following upcoming events. . .
e Resource Center Music Review: Workshop for Choir members and directors, Sept 6th
e Presbytery Youth Events Calendar 2008-2009
e Resource Center Super Saturday: Choose from four course offerings: Sept 13th
Exploring Living the Questions, What’s New in Youth Ministry, Stewardship Lifters, Clerk of
Session Orientation. All free! Register by Sept. 11th.
The Peacemaking Conference, registration form: Workshops, worship, speaker, lunch. Sept 27th
Touched by Grace: Experiences to connect worship and the arts. October 17 & 18
Katrina Recovery: Fall Mission to New Orleans. November 17-23
Natural Church Development: Helping to develop healthy, growing churches
PGV Planning Calendar: September 2008 & October 2008
Perinton Presbyterian Church Open House: Celebrate 25th Anniversary, new building. Sept 13th
Walk Thru the Bible: Learn about the New Testament in a different, memorable way. Sept 27th
Benefit Pig Roast: Benefit for Aurora House-Sept 6th
CRCDS Offerings: Sept — Nov 2008
Religious Education and Teaching course: Look at how people best learn. Tuesdays Sept 9-Oct 14
e Extreme Makeover: Faith Edition: Jumpstart your fall, Amherst, October 4
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From the DEACONS...

Prayers and Concerns
Ephesians 6:18 —“ We pray for one another..”

TO BE REMEMBERED
WITH CARDS AND PRAYERS:

If you would like a request placed on the prayer chain
or in the Oracle please contact:

Mary Saurini - 349-4343
Dan Proper - 329-9107

It is important that the person mentioned give
permission for the information to be shared.

In need of Prayers:
Scott Anderson
Art and June Donner
Marj Everett
Mary Freeman
Ginny Hartman
Judy Pagel
Tim Quinn
Don Sellers
Sherry Tucker
Don Voorhees
Jean Weaver

Pray for those in Care Facilities:
Nita Ashman
Jane Schenk

Baby Congratulations

Congratulations to Randy and Michelle Rosipayla on
the birth of their twin baby girls, Makenzie Rhea and
Meghan Alysse, on July 7th.

‘With Sympathy
We extend our deepest sympathies to Dick Malloy
and his family on the death of his brother.

The work of the board of deacons is supported
by your contributions to the deacon offering
which is taken on Communion Sunday.

Green colored offering envelopes are now
available in the pews for this collection.

¥/Our Members
-l in the Service

The Deacons would like to acknowledge those of
our church family who are currently serving in the
United States Military. We will list these each
month in our Oracle and encourage the
congregation to remember these people and pray
for them in honor of their service to our country.
We would appreciate the names and addresses from
the family members of our service men and
women.
They may be called to:

Mary Saurini - 349-4343

Dan Proper - 279-9691

Lieutenant Eric Hahn, USN
5982 Sitgreaves
Ft. Belvoir, VA 22060

Sgt. Suzanne Hicks
(moved to Fort Drum, no address currently
available)

RP3 Paul and Caitlin Meabon
NSA Chapel

PSC 808 Box 54

FPO AE 09618-0054

SGT Sean Mulford
3828#B Buena Vista
Ft. Irwin, CA 92310

PV2 Gary Mulford
9045 Gunston Rd

PO Box C4

Fort Belvoir VA 22060

IC1(SW/AW) Christopher King (Hutchison
Grandson)

IC01 WCS/ SITE Tech.

USS McCampbell DDG-85
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Worship and Fellowship Assistants

GREETERS:

Sept 7 Nicole and Carol Quinn
14 Jean Schult and Mary Saurini
21 Ron and Cheryl Palmer
28 John & Betsy Hoffer-Goehle

USHERS:
Sept 7 Mary Saurini and Pat Tripoli
14 Dick and Marilyn Malloy
21 Bob and Jeanne Spaulding
28 Stephanie, Heather and Tim
Cassidy

LITURGIST:

Sept 7 Bill Everett
14 Gene Brendel
21 Norma Jones
28 Kristen Kimble

FELLOWSHIP HOSTS:
Sept 7 Bob & Jean Spaulding
14 Nominating Committee &
Sharon Pittman
21 The Glenn and Lyn Ewell Family
28 Pat Sherman

COMMUNION SERVERS:
September 7 Bill Everett, Sandy Manda-
rano, Sim Mulford, Dennise Webster

The August Presbytery InfoPak is now
available online at www.pbygenval.org

Some flyers have been printed and
posted to the bulletin boards in the
Fellowship Hall.

BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH

Take the time to say a prayer and send a
greeting to your birthday friends in our OPC
family.

Name Birthday

Julia Schumann 9/2

Sim Mulford 9/3

Christopher Gonnoud 9/4

Kelly Bindert 9/5

Gary Newman 9/5

Bonnie Bush 9/5

Mary Lou Maynard 9/8

Gloria Farnsworth 9/9

Kristen Goehle 9/11
Warren Dennis 9/11
Kevin Glor 9/12
Juanita Ashman 9/14
Julianna Mandarano 9/15
Molly Corey 9/17
Matthew Schumann 9/18
Alfred Allyn 9/18
David Schumann 9/19
Scott Anderson 9/21
Christopher Ewell 9/22
Teresa Bulan 9/23
Harry Pittman 9/23
Ed McBride 9/24
Betty Peters 9/24
Mary Saurini 9/25
Jolienne Plucknette 9/26
Pat Hutchison 9/28
Susan Fudge 9/29
David Mandarano 9/29
Sean Mulford 9/30
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Ogden Presbyterian Church
2400 S. Union Street
Spencerport, NY 14559

Telephone: (585) 352-6802

Pastor’s email: Sudilay@aol.com

Office email: ogdenpres@frontiernet.net
Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.

Website: http://www.Ogdenpresbytetian.org

September ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

**DATED MATERIAL**

deptember 2008

Newsletter Deadline: Articles for the October 2008 issue of The Oracle are due in the Church Office no
later than Monday, September 15th, by 10:00 a.m. All contributions are subject to editing with regard to the

subject matter and space requirements.

The Oracle is the newsletter of the Ogden Presbyterian Church of Spencerport, New York, a member
congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA). The newsletter is sent to members and friends of the
congregation to keep them informed of events, activities, and people in the life of the congregation. Sunday

worship is at 10:00 a.m. Church school is offered for all ages.
worship. All guests are welcome! Pastor: Rev. Sudi Layraman

Coffee Fellowship immediately follows

OPC Mission Statement: Our purpose is to equip ourselves and others to
be Disciples of Christ as we seek God’s will for our church and beyond.




